Pagetoid dyskeratosis: a selective keratinocytic response.
Pale cells that resemble those of Paget's disease have been found within apparently normal epidermis in a variety of benign papules. Although they have been considered an artifact, they show characteristic premature keratinization. In contrast to other dyskeratotic processes they mature into orthokeratotic squamae. The histopathologic, ultrastructural and immunocytochemical features of these cells are illustrated, and the differential diagnosis is reviewed.